FRIENDS OF THE SHENANDOAH RIVER

The data presented herein is tabulated directly from the raw data generated by the Friends of the Shenandoah River Laboratory analysis of water samples gathered by the individual monitors at each monitor’s sites.  The data may be circulated to interested agencies and organizations that may wish to perform their own analysis and evaluations.  I t is required that credit be given to the Friends of the Shenandoah River for producing and supplying the raw data.   The Friends of the Shenandoah River does not include any interpretation of data or conclusions within this report.  Lab results are intended to be advisory in nature.  No regulatory actions may be taken based on this data.  Further official testing by a governmental agency must be accomplished to effect regulatory action.  
Please note that there have been changes made to the format of the FOSR Database.  In attempt to make all the data appear on a page (in landscape format) the Split columns have been removed.  If a sample for a given testing date was split and more than one test of any parameter was performed, than another row for that split sample was added.  The SPLIT Column indicates the number of times a sample was split.  The results for the split sample are entered in the corresponding column. 

· EPA Definition of Split Sample:  Used for quality control purposes, a split sample is one that has been equally divided into two or more sub-samples.   Splits are submitted to different analysts or laboratories and are used to measure the precision of the analytical method.
· EPA Definition of Duplicate and Replicate Sample: Used for quality control purposes, duplicate samples are two samples taken at the same time from, and representative of, the same site that are carried through all assessment and analytical procedures in an identical manner.  Duplicate samples are used to measure natural variability as well as the precision of a method, monitor, and/or analyst.  More than two duplicate samples are referred to as Replicate Samples.
LEGEND

Addition of SPLIT  NUMBER COLUMN- This field indicates the number of times a test was performed on the sample for one or more of the parameters on that testing date.

Nit-
Nitrate/Nitrite

Amm- 
Ammonia

Ortho-
Orthophosphate 

DO-
Dissolved Oxygen

Turb-
Turbidity

T(C)- 
Temperature in Celsius at the time the sample was tested i.e. (phT(C) is the temperature in Celsius at the time the pH measurement was taken

PPM-
Parts Per Million

mg/L-
milligrams per liter

AIR SPACE-
Notes whether or not air was trapped in the sample bottle 

A-
Trapped air was present

N- Air was not present

LAB COMMENTS- Notes anything that was done to the sample or happened to the sample in the FOSR laboratory.

_ _TRNR-   Test result not recorded (The test for which the result was not recorded will

         be noted first (i.e. DOTRNR- Dissolved Oxygen Test Result not

         Recorded)) 

SP @L-        Sample spilled at lab

LE-
        Lab error

SAMPLE COMMENTS- Notes the condition of the sample when received at the FOSR Laboratory.  Also, if on the Site Evaluation Form there is an explanation as to why a sample was not collected (i.e. The sample site was dry.) this is noted here.

Sed- 
Sample contains sediment

Cl-   
Sample is cloudy

GT-  
Sample has a green tint

YT- 
Sample has a yellow tint

BT-
Sample has brown tint

Al-   
Sample contains algae

Pl-    
Sample contains plant material

Ins-
Sample contains an insect or insects

EX-  
The sample is over 24 hours old when received at the lab

ND- 
The date the sample was collected was not recorded on the Site Evaluation Form

Con- 
The sample was contaminated (i.e. The sample was not collected in a bottle            provided by FOSR)

SD-  

No sample because the sampling site was dry

NA-
   No sample because there was no access to sampling site

SF-
   No sample because the site was frozen

SP @ S- The sample spilled or leaked out before arriving to the lab

SND-
Sample collected but not delivered to lab

Please note that this is an evolving Legend.  If you have any suggestions please send them on to me.

